Anatomic variations in a cleft hand of an elder cadaveric specimen.
Cleft hand is a rare and complex malformation in which the central part of the hand is missing. Since the nineteenth century, a very small number of dissections in cleft hand have been reported and very few reports describe the soft-tissue abnormalities. We report a case of an elderly cadaveric specimen with bilateral cleft hand. X-ray, CT-scan with 3D reconstruction and dissection were performed on the right hand and forearm. On both the sides, we noted the absence of the index, middle and ring finger. Malformation and degenerative arthrosis at the carpal bones level have been identified. The flexor and extensor tendons of the absent fingers fuse with one another over the end of the remaining carpal bones, forming a radial and an ulnar tendinous plexus and two tendon loops. Data concerning intrinsic muscles, vessels and nerves are entirely recorded. Soft-tissue abnormal distribution is due to the abnormal bony configuration. Correction of the bone abnormalities does not resume the surgical treatment of a cleft hand. Hand surgeons need to be aware of the soft-tissue disorders and their surgical implications.